BK Controls Softball

Recap: 9
Date:
 August 5th, 2009
Games: (Playoff Tournament)
Played: 7/29/09
“Was It Over When the Germans Bombed Pearl Harbor??? 

The approach to this playoff tournament was no different than what our approach has been since we first put this team together. That is, we put the best team on the field possible and play to win. I think the team we put on the field reflected that. The lineup looked like this.

Danny

LC

Phil

RC

Lee

SS

Joe

LF

Ebz

3B

Bones

1B

Scummer 
P

Pete

C

Franchi 
2B

Dave

RC

As I stated in last week’s recap, I liked our chances for many reasons. Here are the top three. 1) When we are at full strength, we are just as talented if not more so, than any other team in the league. 2) Playoff tournaments are certainly not new to us. 3) Even though it was in a different league, we won two in a row. 
There is always a fear that some teams are going to take advantage of the rules and bring in “ringers” to improve their chances. According to the rules, you can only play guys who are on your original roster that you hand in at the beginning of the year. Quite honestly, during the regular season I really don’t care what teams do. But, when the playoffs come, I just think you should follow the rules and play legally.

Based on what we went through the first time we played these guys, when they pulled in a few “A” league players to help them out, I had bad feeling they were going to try and pull something again. Unfortunately, I was right. 
While I was in the parking lot getting ready, about five or six of their players parked next to me. I don’t know if they didn’t realize who I was, or if they just didn’t give a shit, but they all talked openly about not being on the regular roster. Here is a sample of what I heard.

Player 1:
You playing in the first game?
Player 2:
Yep

Player 1:
Do you regularly play for these guys?
Player 2:
No

Player 1:
Me neither

Player 2:
I play for their Monday night team, but not this one. They called me and asked if I could help.

Player 1:
I heard there was a lot of trouble in last night’s tournament with guys that were not on the rosters.


This conversation went on for about ten minutes with a few other players chiming. The bottom line was these guys were not on the roster. This meant I had a decision to make. Do I say something, or don’t I. It’s one of those, damned if you do, damned if you don’t kind of things. If you say something, then you’re a cry baby. If you don’t, and you lose because of the illegal players, then you should have protected your team and said something.

Lee and I talked about it. Then Joe and I talked about it. The consensus was just let it go and play. Danny summed it up when he said, “We’re going to win anyway.”


Just for shits and giggles I pulled aside the field supervisor and asked him if they had any trouble with teams having non-roster players in the first few nights. He never really answered me. He just said, “No one is supposed to add anyone at this point.”


No shit Sherlock! Jesus, I hate guys that say stupid shit! So, I asked how the rule works. He gave me this. “It’s your call, but you have to say something to the ump before the game starts.” 

Okay, this was NOT the response I was hoping for, but when it comes to field supervisor’s its not surprising, unfortunately. So, I went up to the ump and asked him the same question. You’re going to love his response. 
“It’s up to the field supervisor to make the call.” 
I said, “He said I had to come to you and that it was your call.” 
Okay, ready for this response?  “I don’t ump rosters. I ump the game. That’s it. It’s not my call.”

Unbelievable! Sorry I asked. So in other words, rosters don’t mean shit. I’ll keep that in mind for next year.

We were home team because we had the better record. They started off slow and so did we. There were no runs scored for the first inning and a half. 
In the bottom half of the second, Ebs led off with a single. Two batters later, Scummer moved him over to third with another single. Then I knocked in the first run of the game with a single to right. 
In the third, the hits and runs finally started to come. They broke the dam big time with six runs giving them a six to one lead. We came right back in the bottom of the inning. Dave started things off with single, then Danny and Phil followed suit. Phil’s single drove in Dave. Lee reached on an error that scored Danny. Joe then brought in Lee with a single for our fourth and final run of the inning. After three complete innings we were down six to five.
Ashley started what turned out to be a very consistent roll at the plate, as they began to pile up runs. They scored two runs in the fourth and fifth innings, increasing their lead to ten to five. We just could not reply coming up empty in both of those innings. Going into the sixth we were down by five. 
They were hitting, but we were not helping ourselves as every little mistake we made they capitalized on. This seemed to be pretty much how our entire year went. We either hit like crazy or didn’t hit at all.

In the top of the sixth they added another three runs for a thirteen to five lead. We were running out of time, but there was no panic in anyone. In situations like this you hope that your superior talent takes over. In the bottom of the sixth Scummer led things off with a single. Two batters later Kenny singled, and then Dave singled to load the bases with one out. Danny then brought in Bones, who was running for Scummer, with a sacrifice fly for our first run of the inning. Phil came through in the clutch yet one more time, and knocked in Kenny with a single. Then Lee came up big by bringing in Dave for the third and final run of the inning. We were now down thirteen to eight with one inning to play.

To their credit, Ashley kept the pressure on. They scored another three runs in the top of the last inning to increase their lead to sixteen to eight. We needed eight runs to extend the game and nine to win outright. 
As we came in to the bench, I just started yelling.  “It’s do or die boys! Put up or shut up! This is NOT something we haven’t done before! We’ve scored more than nine runs in an inning many, many times! This is NOTHING!” 
Granted, nine runs is a very tall order for any inning never mind the last inning in a play off game! But, we have scored ten runs or more so many times over the past few years I’ve lost count. Tough? Yes. Impossible? No!

Ebs started things off with a walk. Bones then reached on a huge error by the shortstop, putting runners on first and second. Scummer singled bringing in the first run. After I hit into a fielder’s choice putting runners on first and third, Kenny singled to bring in the second run. Dave then singled bringing me in for the third run. With runners on first and third and one out, we were now down sixteen to eleven and the top of our order coming up. Danny singled to bring in Kenny for the fourth run. Phil singled for his fifth hit of the night bringing in the fifth run. The score was now sixteen to thirteen. 
Lee came up with runners on first and third and doubled to right bringing in Danny for run number six. Joe flied out and we were down to our last out with runners on second and third. Ebs came for the second time in the inning with us down by two, sixteen to fourteen.
The pressure does not get any greater than this. In true Ebs-like fashion he singled to center bringing in Phil. Lee made a big turn at third, but did not go. This turned out to be huge because he forced them to make a throw to the plate. That long throw allowed Ebs to take second, putting the winning run in scoring position. Without that throw, Ebs would have had to stay at first.

We were now down by one, with two outs in the bottom of the last inning and runners on second and third. Bones, who had been hitting in tough luck all game, stepped up. He is a lefty, so the defense shifted towards right. I don’t know if he saw this or not and tried to take advantage, but he could not have placed a ball any better as he slapped a single between short and third. Lee scored easily and Ebs followed with the WINNING RUN!!
This was one of the most unbelievable comebacks I have ever been a part of! It was insane! Big time hats off to everyone in that last inning, especially the guys who came through with clutch hits! Man what a finish!

How does that saying go? Cheaters never win! As much as we deserved to win, they deserved to lose. 

We had two more wins to get! And there was no rest for the weary!
Oh, by the way. If there is one person who does not catch the movie line that I used for the headline, you should be ashamed!!! Who is going to be brave enough to tell us what movie it is and who said it?
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Coach’s Corner
· Phil continues to amaze me with his ability to produce in big games like this, going five for five with two runs and three RBI.

· Dave, who was one of our hottest hitters in the last month, quietly got on base all four times he was up with three singles and a walk. He also scored three runs and knocked in one.

· Every player in the entire lineup had at least one hit and one RBI. Nine out of ten scored at least one run. That is a huge team effort.
· Our one through three hitters (Danny, Phil, Lee) went a combined ten for fourteen, with six runs scored and eight RBI. That’s a pretty productive top of the lineup.

· There were big hits all game long especially in the last inning. But none were bigger and more clutch than Ebs and Bones with two outs. Nicely done guys
· This last inning comeback was probably the largest I have ever witnessed or been a part of. 

_______________________________________________________________________
Who’s Got More Ammo!?
Even before the first game ended, the umpire started shouting to the team waiting to play to be ready right away! So, as soon as our game ended he started yelling for Bru Cru (our next opponent and the number one seed) to take the field. There was no time to celebrate our huge comeback win that’s for sure. We needed to keep the momentum going. 
We lost both times to Bru Cru during the regular season. Granted we did not have our full complement of players in either of those games, but they were still the first place finisher and the number one seed, so we knew we had our work cut out for us.

Bru Cru is a much older team, with the majority of their players being in their forties and even fifties. So, they do not have any kind of speed and do not cover a lot of ground in the outfield. However, they can hit like crazy and play solid defense. They are a very sound team, and they win by performing the basics of the game consistently well. For sure, we could not afford to make mistakes and we knew we’d have to score at least twelve to fifteen runs to win.

Once again both teams started off slow and no runs were scored in the first inning. Every inning we held them scoreless, was a bonus because we knew it would only be a matter of time before they broke through. However, we needed to get on the board and quickly.
In the bottom of second, with one out Scummer got things going with a single. I then singled to right putting two runners on. Dave then stepped up and drove in Bones, who again was running for Scummer, with our first run. Danny then lined a hot smash to left that deflected off the left fielder’s glove. I scored from second on the hit, for our second run. Phil then singled to bring in Dave for the third run. Lee stayed hot, and singled in Danny for run number four. Joe hit a hot smash to short that went for an error, but scored Phil. Ebs then ended things with a single to center that drove in Phil for the sixth run of the inning. 

We then held Bru Cru to no runs on their half of the second, so after two we were up six to nothing. This was for sure the type of start we were looking for.
We went down quietly in the third with no runs, which again exposed our weakness all year of all or nothing. Bru Cru capitalized on the opportunity in the third and score four runs on a grand slam home run to left that I think is still going! This guy just simply crushed the ball! In retrospect, we probably should have pitched around him, but hind sight is twenty-twenty. When it’s that early in the game, you usually take your chances. Plus, I really did not remember this guy, so I didn’t even think of it. So, after three we were still up six to four.

In the top of the fourth, Dave continued his hot hitting by leading things off with a single. I’m not sure if he realized this or not, but we strategically batted him tenth for a reason. The idea was by hitting him last, he became like our second lead off man, which is what we wanted because he was so hot at the plate. Needless to say he did not disappoint us! Anyway, after Danny and Phil hit into consecutive fielder’s choices, Lee reached on an error by the second baseman putting two runners on. Joe then stepped up and launched a long double to left center bringing in both Phil and Lee, increasing our lead to eight to two.

In the bottom of the fourth, things started to fall apart. I don’t know if we got kind of tired or just lost focus, but we made a few mistakes here and there and they made us pay for everyone. They seemed to follow each of our miscues with a big hit. When the dust settled, we gave up six runs and the lead. Going into the fifth we were down ten to eight.

We had three innings left to get back into it. Based on our roller coaster ride of innings, we were due for another big inning. In the top of the fifth, Scummer led off the fifth with a single. Unfortunately, three consecutive outs followed, and the result was no runs.
We tightened up in the field and held them scoreless in the fifth, so after five the score remained ten to eight.

The sixth went quickly as well for us with a fly out, ground out, single and fly out. We needed more ammo! 

Again we held them scoreless in the bottom of the inning, so whatever was going on with the bats, seemed to be contagious. 

We had one more crack at it. A fly out, ground out, single, and fly out ended the game quietly. We just did not have enough ammo for another big attack and comeback. I have no idea what happened, but it was pretty indicative of how our entire season went. It was a consistent right of all or nothing at all. We simply had too many innings with no runs. That bad habit finally caught up to us. 

We gave it our best shot, but came up a bit short. 
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Coach’s Corner

· The all or nothing thing is just totally unexplainable. It doesn’t make any sense to be honest. But then again, shit like that never does. It’s all part of the game. 
· We went down with our best on the field, so there is not much we can do. We win as a team, and we lose as a team.

· Last year I had the pleasure of catching the last out of our championship win. This year, I made the last out. Talk about a reversal of fortune!
· The tournament winner ended up being Trim This. They were the number three seed in the tournament. They beat the number two seed Entourage and then Bru Cru for the win. They actually crushed Bru Cru 19 – 9. I guess we can take solace in knowing we did beat them during the regular season. 
Thank you!
First a very special and HUGE thank you goes out to my father-in-law who sponsored our team. He not only put up the league fee he helped pay for our new jerseys! On behalf of the entire team….THANK YOU!!
Second, thank you to anyone and everyone who played, even if it was just one game. Your help was greatly appreciated.
Third, thank you to those who showed up in person to cheer us on. I think Dave’s wife and son get the award for being there the most! It did not go unnoticed or unappreciated.

Fourth, thank you to our fans for reading the recaps and following along again. If you know anyone else who wants to be added, please let me know.

The BIG Question
The big question as it always is at the end of the season is, “Are we coming back next year?”

As my favorite uncle use to say, “The good lord willing and the creek don’t rise….yes, we should be back next year.”
Comic Relief

Again With My Speed
Kenny:
I thought for sure I wasn’t going to be in the lineup.

Pete:

Surprise!

Kenny:
It was a rough night for me though. 

Pete:

You’re not the only one. Me too.
Kenny:
Yeah, but I should have done better.
Pete:

You had a few hits. 

Kenny:
Yeah, but every time I got on base I knew I wasn’t going very far because you were 65 feet in front of me!
Pete:

Hey, I scored from second base twice on hits.
Ebs:

He did. I sent him one of those times.

Kenny:
Yeah, okay. I gotta give that to ya. 
Pete:

Man! What’s a guy gotta do to get a little respect around here. 
If he dies he dies
Joe had another real rough night from the pain and the pills, but he still managed to dive once trying to make a catch.
Joe:

I’m just no good like this.
Pete:

I know. It’s just not you out there. 
Joe:

I see double sometimes and other times I see nothing

Pete:

I can’t believe you dove like that.
Joe:

I had to do.
Pete:

I know, but it could have been trouble for you.
Joe:

If I make it I make it. If I don’t, I don’t.
Pete:

Sort of like, if he dies, he dies

Joe:

Yes. If he dies, he dies, even if he is me. 
I did feel kind of bad

Go back to a few weeks ago when Dave gave us a gift for the baby.
Joe:

Come over to the car. I have gift for the baby.

Pete:

Really?

Joe:

Yeah. It’s in the car.
Pete:

You didn’t really have to.

Joe:

Well, I actually did feel kind of bad.

Pete:

I knew it!

Joe:

Just a little.

Pete:

It worked then.

Never lost with this lineup
Pete:
You know this is the first game we lost all season with this lineup or anything close to it.
Lee:

Really?

Pete:

Yep.

Lee:
Yeah, but we only had a lineup like this maybe two or three times all year.

Pete:

That’s not my point.

Lee:

Well, we didn’t.

The coach has spoken….for the last time this year!

The End……

