BK Controls Softball

Recap: 8

Game: 11 & 12

Played: 7/21/09 & 7/22/09

Note:  We actually played two games this past week. The first was the make-up game from the rainout on 7/8 that we played on Tuesday. Sorry, but there is no recap for that game. It was not a good day for us in any way shape or form. We lost 8-1 in a rain shortened game, that ended in the fifth inning, and that’s all I’ve got to say about that. So, let’s move on to Wednesday’s game.
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After Tuesday’s night’s debacle, we knew that no matter what we had to get some momentum back heading into the playoffs. And the only way to do that was to get a win under our belts. The previous night’s loss pretty much eliminated our chances of finishing third. The best we could do was finish fourth and be the home team in the first round of the playoff tournament. 

Los Borrachos came into the game with a record of 4 and 7, and were eliminated from the playoff picture last week. However, we knew if we did not step up, they were capable of beating us.


The lineup looked like this:
Danny – LC, Phil – LF, Lee – P, Ebs – 3B, Jimmy – SS, Franchi – 2B, Pete – C, Dave – RF, TJ – 1B, Jake – RF.


Lee sent Los Borrachos, (or drunks when translated into English) down quietly in the first with no runs. With one out, Phil got things going for us, in the bottom half of the inning, with a perfectly placed triple down the right field line. Lee then helped his own cause, by bringing in Phil with a sacrifice fly giving us a quick one to nothing lead. Unfortunately, that’s all we could muster up for the inning.


Borrachos came back quickly with two runs in the top of the second taking a two to one lead. Our bats remained quiet, as we came up empty handed in the bottom of the second. Going into the third we were still down two to one.

The drunks came up with one more run in the third to extend their lead to three to one.  We came right back in the bottom half, when Danny got things going with a double to center. Phil promptly knocked him in with a single to right. This cut the lead Borrachos lead to three to two.


You don’t see too many pitchers duels in slow pitch softball, but this was sure shaping into one. I can understand their bats being quiet, because Lee was doing an awesome job of keeping them off balance, but God only knows what the hell our problem was.


It seemed like they were going to penny us to death, when they added one more run in the fourth for a four to two lead. No one panicked, but I could see some heads shaking, wondering what was going on with us after we came up empty again in the fourth.


Their bats became dormant in the fifth so their lead held at two. We were running out of time and needed to capitalize on their lack of hitting. Danny led things off with a single. Phil followed suit moving Danny to third and taking second on the throw. Two batters later Ebs came through big time with a long triple to left center clearing the bases and tying the game at four! Whew!! Jimmy came up and smashed a single to right field driving in Ebs, with what would prove to be the winning run, giving us a long awaited five to four lead.


Lee posted another goose egg in the sixth, maintaining our one run lead. So, we went into the bottom of the sixth looking for some much needed breathing room. With one out Jake singled to left. Danny stepped up and tripled to the fence in left center bringing in Jake, with a huge insurance run. Phil then brought in Danny with a sacrifice fly for our seventh and final run and a huge three run lead.

Good pitching and some solid defense slammed the door shut on Los Borrachos as we walked away with a much needed victory. To be honest, I think they scored one run in the seventh, but I am not sure because it was not entered into the scorebook. So, the final score was either 7 to 4 or 7 to 5.


I don’t really know what to make of this game, other than we got back in the win column. It seemed like we did just enough to get the win, which I guess is all that matters.


It’s on to the playoff tournament. Can we make it three championships in a row?

Defense & Pitching

· We were solid on defense all the way around, both infield and outfield. 

· The Premiere Play of the night, was a double play that went third (Ebs) to first (TJ) to home (Me). Yes, I was involved with another play at the plate! There was a runner at third and a ground ball was hit to short. He decided to run when Ebs threw to first. BAD decision! After TJ caught the throw for the first out, he fired home to me and I laid the tag on the runner for the second out. 

· On the mound Lee was stellar, and mixed things up quite a bit with all different kinds of releases, spins, and. Knucklers. He did a great job!

Coach’s Corner

· This seemed like one of the quickest and shortest seasons ever. Probably because each of the last four seasons have stretched into the middle of August. Plus, this year we only played 12 regular season games, when we usually get a minimum of 14. Last year we played double headers and wound up with like 30 regular season games and two play-off games. Be that as it may, it’s time to go after our third consecutive play-off tournament title. Being our first time in this league, that would be awesome.
· Here is what the playoffs look like. 
· The top five finishers qualify for the playoff tournament.  
· In the first game at 6:30, the fourth place team (us) plays the fifth place team (Ashley Shaffer BMW). 
· The winner of this game immediately goes on to play the first place team (Bru Cru) in the first round of the semi finals at 7:30. 

· Then team two (Entourage) plays team three (Trim This) in the second semi final game at 8:30. 
· The winners of these two games face off in the championship game at 9:30. 
· So, in order for us to win this thing we are going to have to do it the hard way, and win three games. 

· In all honesty, I like our chances. And here is why. 
· First off, and no offense to anyone that filled in for us, but every one of our losses came when we were missing a bunch of regular players. Those included two losses to Bru Cru, one to Entourage, one to Trim This and one to Ashley BMW. 
· Second, we avenged every one of our losses except the ones to Bru Cru. We avenged those losses when we had our regular team on the field. 
· Three, no one team really impresses me or anyone else on our team. What I mean by that is, we have seen better teams; we have played better teams; and we have beaten better teams. Nothing against these guys, but they just do not stand out and make you say, “Wow! Those guys are really, really good!” At this point, I would suspect no one really says that about us either, and that’s just fine. But the fact of the matter is we really have not lost when we are at full strength.
· Four, we have a lot of playoff and tournament experience to draw from. We have proven we know how to win. 
· Five, and most importantly, I just think at full strength we are better than any of these teams. Now we just have to prove it. 
Big Hitters


Danny

3 for 4

Triple, Double

3 Runs

1 RBI


Phil

3 for 3

Triple, Sac Fly

2 Runs

2 RBI


Ebs

2 for 3

Triple


1 Run

2 RBI


Dave

2 for 3

Comic Relief

Poor Joe
Kenny:
Will Joe be back next week?

Pete:

I hope so.
Jake:

What’s wrong now?

Pete:

He had all four wisdom teeth removed.
Kenny:
He is just falling apart.
Jake:

Is there any part of his body that is not hurt?
Pete:

I’m sure he would be willing to send you a list.
Lee:

Careful with that, because he will probably send pictures too

Thanks for the gift

After the game I gave Dave a thank you note for the gift he and his wife bought for Nicholas

Pete:

Here Dave

Dave:

What’s this?
Pete:

Just a little thank you

Dave:

You didn’t have to do that

Pete:

Sure we did. Thanks again.
Dave:

No problem

Pete:

Plus you helped make Joe feel bad a little by not getting a gift.
Lee:

I would have given you something for that too

Lineup Strategy

This started out as a conversation about a slow pitch softball batting lineup strategy that I heard on ESPN last week during a men’s slow pitch softball game.

Pete:

They said you should bat your best lead off hitter hits last.
Lee:

I don’t agree with that.
Pete:
I don’t either. I wouldn’t go so far as your best lead off hitter, that’s for sure.
Jake:
Yeah, when I hit last, I just look at it as no pressure and if I do something good it’s a bonus. 
Lee:

I’m not sure that’s a good approach

Pete:

I have to agree. I don’t think that’s a real good way to look at it. 
Lee:
I think you need to reread the rulebook when it comes to hitting last in a lineup.

Pete:

Yeah, I don’t think it says that’s how you go about it.

Jake:

I trust try to not make an idiot out of myself.

Lee:

Well, you pretty much screwed that up too.

The old days

This was a discussion about some real bad teams we have faced in years past and our first year ever, when we were really bad too.

Pete:
Those teams were probably worse than our very first year. We were really bad.
Ebs:

I remember that

Pete:

That was just before you came on board Lee. We were awful.

Lee:
If you, Joe and Marty were there then you were better than those teams we faced a few years ago.
Pete:

Maybe, but we really sucked. Right Ebs? 
Ebs:

Kind of.
Pete:
Yeah, Ebs showed up for the first few games, knocked out a few homers than I never saw him again for about 2years!
Lee:

No way! Really?

Ebs:

Yeah, that’s pretty much what happened.

A Fan Speaks!!

Yes, one of our fans finally spoke up last week! This comment comes from my buddy Buck, who was nice enough to inform me what a Worm Burner is.

“Yo Cimino ..... A Worm Burner is when you hit a golf ball so low to the ground that it stays about 1 inch from the ground. It is called a "Worm Burner"

Thanks Buck!!

Now was that so hard?

The End……

