BK Controls Softball

Recap: 5

Game: 8

Played: 6/24

Note on Game 7:

Sorry there is no recap for Game 7. 

I was a bit busy that day watching Nicholas get pulled out from Wendy’s abdominal area! LOL!

We lost 14 – 4, and that’s all I have to say about that. 

It’s on to game 8.
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I was waiting for the cast of the HBO series Entourage to walk on to the field. Guess not! LOL. However, they did have a pretty big crowd of fans. Their stands were practically full. So, what does that say for our fans? Where are they? LOL!

Before our game even got started the umpire was all fired up over an argument in the previous game. He enforced a rule that most players should know. If you step in front of the plate with your entire foot and hit the ball, you are automatically out. The team he called it on was not very happy and the argument carried on for about three innings. He almost threw out a few guys in the process, but refrained. As a result, he was jacked up, so we all did our best, to calm him down a bit. I did my usual chatter thing and it seemed to work. He even jokingly asked to bat fifth in our lineup! But this guy would NOT shut the hell up all game long. He kept carrying on about it over and over and over. It was like he was trying to justify his reactions or something. After a while, it got real old, and I had to ignore him. 

Anyway, he told me that he umps all over the place and knows the Entourage team real well. He must have given me a complete history on almost every one of their players and bragged about how good they all were. Honestly, he made it perfectly clear that they, (and him for that matter) fully expected to beat us. Going into the game, they were undefeated at 7 – 0, and we were just 3 – 4. So, I guess it’s understandable. However, they were all in for a rude awakening.

Our lineup looked like this: Phil - LC, Dave - RC, Lee - SS, Ebs - LF, Bones - 3B, TJ - 2B, Pete - C, Scummer - P, Jake - 1B, John – RF.

With all of the bad first and second innings we have given up, I think we all just look to get out of the first with minimal damage. We did that this time, giving up only two runs. 

We came up empty in the bottom of the first. And they matched that zero in the top of the second. So, going into the bottom of the second we were only down 2 – 0. With one out, TJ got things going with a single. I walked to put two runners on. Scummer singled to load the bases. Jake came up and ripped a single to left to knock in our first run. I was standing on third at this point when John stepped up. I did not shout this, but it was like he heard me. “Come John. Lace into one.” That he did. He put one to the fence in left center, clearing the bases with a three-run double! Just like that we were up 4 to 2. Phil proceeded to knock in John with a single. There were a few crazy throws on Phil’s hit and he wound up on third (I think). Dave stepped up and knocked him in with a sacrifice fly. Lee then stepped up and crushed his first home run of the year for our seventh run of the inning. Ebs then reached on a single and moved to second on a miscue. Bones then singled home Ebs, to end the scoring. After two we were up 8 to 2. 

When I came to the plate to catch for the top of the third, the ump started talking trash for the other team. I have no idea what purpose this served other than to make me think he was a biased ump. The exchange went something like this:

Ump:
Eight runs huh?

Pete:
Yup. A good inning. We needed it.

Ump:
You’re gonna need them.

Pete:
Probably

Ump:
No way eight runs is enough to beat these guys. This is a great team here.

Pete:
We’re not bad ourselves.

Ump:
We’ll see.


Now someone please explain to me what the fuck that was all about? What purpose does that serve other than to make him look like a schmuck? 


Moving on….Entourage managed to put some hits together in the third. We helped them out with a few not so good plays. By the time the inning ended they scored four runs and our lead was cut to 8 to 6. 


Unfortunately, we came up empty in the third and that score held. I don’t think any of us thought for one second that eight runs would be enough. They were undefeated for a reason. But I did not need the ump to tell us how and why.


In the top of the fourth, they pushed three runs across to take the lead nine to eight. In our half of the fourth with one out Phil and Dave singled putting runners on the corners. Lee hit into a fielder’s choice scoring Phil. The game was tied nine to nine after four innings.

In the top of the fifth Entourage managed to squeeze out one run to take a ten to nine lead. We came up empty in our half.

In the sixth they scored three more to push their lead to four, 13 to 9. We needed some runs desperately. Scummer reached on an error, but was forced out at second on Jake’s ground ball. John pushed Jake to second with a single, putting two runners on. Phil then loaded the bases with his third hit of the night, a single to right. With two outs, Lee came up with the bases loaded and ripped a single to left center knocking in two. At the end of six, we were down by two 13 to 11.


I have to give to Entourage, because they just kept coming at us. They scored two more in the top of the seventh to push their lead back to four 15 to 11. 

Folks, this is what good softball is all about; two competitive and talented teams trading runs over the course of seven innings. This is what good competition is all about and what some of us really thrive on. What unfolded in the bottom of the seventh is something you dream up in your head. 
TJ led off with a single. I followed him with a single to right center. Scummer then knocked in TJ with a single helping his own cause yet again. We had one run in, two runners on and no one out, trailing by three. After a fly out, John knocked me in with a double to left center. We were now down by two. Phil walked loading the bases with one out. Dave, who has really started to come to life in the past few games, made the coach (me) look like a genius, (I moved him up to the two slot in the order. I actually followed Lee’s lead on that one, ha ha) by hitting a line drive single to center knocking in two runs and tying the game at 15. We had ‘em right where we wanted them. We started the rally with the bottom of the order and then let the top take over. In this situation I could not have asked for better match ups. If I had to hand pick a few guys to be up in this situation Lee and Ebs would be right at the top of the list. We had both! Lee gave it a good go, and lined a rocket to right center that was caught. With two outs Ebs stepped up and wasted no time in lining a single to center field scoring Phil for the winning run!! He now leads the team in walk-off game winning hits!! 

As we celebrated a HUGE win, many of us watched the reactions from Entourage. You should have seen the looks on some of their faces. It was priceless. Even while we were shaking hands they had this look in their eyes like, what the hell just happened!? Not only that I think the ump shit his pants! LOL! 

This was BIG! Very BIG! Lee said it best. “I think we got the league’s attention now!”

Coach’s Corner

· I am firmly convinced that if we put our best players on the field, we can beat anybody in this league. 

· We found out this week that the top five teams make the playoffs. In the first game, the 4th and 5th seeds play. The winner plays the 1 seed. Then the 2 seed plays the 3. Those two winners face off in the championship game. This is played in one night, scheduled for Wednesday 7/29. We stand at 4 and 4 and are currently tied for third. Let’s just make sure we get there.

· Lee proved to me that the Combat is not dead! LOL! The Combat is a bat I bought about 4 years ago and it has certainly served us well. A lot of guys really like it. But, it seemed like it had begun to lose its pop, which does happen over time. A few games ago Lee hit one to the fence that was caught. I told him to change to a newer bat because the Combat seems to be dead. A newer bat would have put it out. He said, “It’s not dead. It’s the way I hit it.” I HATE when he’s right!

· We used to have a category of players called “Super Subs”. This was a very select group of about 3 or 4 players who filled in when we needed them to. To most, that’s just a sub. But, because of how well they performed, I added Super to it. I got rid of it because too many players were part timers and the term was being misused. Anyway, two of the original Super Subs are still with us. They live up to that term every time they step on the field. Those two guys are Phil and Scummer. Scummer is an awesome pitcher, hits (like his home run last week) and brings an unmatched enthusiasm to every game. People flat out feed off of him. Then there is Phil, who year after year puts up numbers that are astounding and comes up HUGE in the playoffs. We are three quarters of the way through this season and what he has done is nothing short of amazing. First off, he has appeared in MORE games than some of our regular players. (Does that make him a Super Regular now?) He leads the team in hitting with an incredible .714 average and has the highest on base percentage on the team at .821. On top of that his defense is stellar! He plays the outfield just as well, if not better than anyone, and we found out a few games ago that he plays an incredible third base as well. I just wanted folks to realize how much these supposed part-timers contribute to this team and how critical they are to the team’s success.

· Our home run race now includes four players. Ebs is still ahead with 2. Joe, Scummer and Lee all have one.

· Somewhere in the middle of the game a discussion came up about a batter’s box. It started when one of Entourage’s players started way outside the box. Scummer just stood there waiting for the guy to get into the batter’s box, and he never did. Scummer asked the ump to tell him to get in the box, but the ump said he is fine. He can start wherever he wants because there is no batter’s box according to ASA (American Softball Association) rules. This discussion went on for about two innings. Most of us knew he was wrong, but he just kept at it. Then the ump said there is a limit to how far the hitter can walk up and hit the ball. Well, which one is it then? If there is a limit to how far a player can run up to hit the ball, then there must be a batter’s box right? I argued a bit, but got this reply about 10 times from him. “I’ve been doing this for 14 years. I know the rules. I am the rulebook. They call me Mr. Rulebook.” Well, Mr. Rulebook, you are WRONG!! I just pulled out my ASA rulebook and this is what it says word for word, “There shall be batter’s boxes, one on each side of home plate. The front line of the box will be drawn from the center of home plate. The inside lines of the batter’s box shall be six inches from home plate. Batter’s box table for Fast, Modified & Slow Pitch: 3’W X 7”L”.    This is the kind of arrogant shit that really pisses me off. I know this rule exists because I read it before and it was enforced several times in other leagues we have played in. So, I sent a note to the league supervisor. Incompetence and arrogance are frightening combinations.
Defense / Premiere Plays

· Jake led the way with three awesome plays at first base. He made two huge scoops on throws in the dirt, and he pulled another one down that was way over his head. 

· Scummer gets the Red Badge of Courage award! He made a nice play on a one hop SMASH right back to him on the mound. At first it looked like it hit him in either the gut or the family jewels, but he managed to get his right arm in the way. How the hell he hung on to it and made a throw to first is beyond me! 

Big Hitters


Phil

4 for 4

3 Runs


1 RBI


John

3 for 4

3 Runs
2 Doubles
4 RBI


Dave

2 for 4





3 RBI


Lee

2 for 5

1 Run

HR

4 RBI


Ebs

2 for 4

1 Run



1 RBI (game winning hit)


TJ

2 for 4

2 Runs


Scummer
2 for 4

2 Runs


1 RBI

BIG HITS

· Lee
HR (1)

· Ebs
Walk-off single in the 7th

Comic Relief

The Bull

Two weeks in a row we used this desperate email plea to make sure everyone showed up for the game. 

Pete
We NEED everyone to show up. No one can back out at the last minute. We only have 10.

Ebs:

No fuckin around eh?

Pete:
You mess with the bull you get the horns. Ebs is the bull!

Be Like Joe

Bones:
What time is the game?  

Pete:

9:30 start time.

Bones:
I’ll be there at 9:29, just like Joe.

Pete

Ah ha good one.

Bones:
I hope to see that in the recap next week. 
What Did You Call Me

After my hit in the seventh I had a little conversation with myself and Lee.

Pete:

(to myself and Lee) It’s about fucking time!

Lee:

Nice shot

Pete:

(to myself?) That’s what happens when you stay back on the ball asshole!

Lee:

What did you call me?

Pete:

What? You’re my asshole buddy!

He Is Good At That

Pete:
Okay, so who CANNOT make it to next week’s game. Tell me now so I don’t have to become a pain in the ass all week chasing guys down.

Lee:

Yes, and he is very good at that. The pain in the ass part I mean.

Pete:

Yes, I am.

Lee:

And he will find you. He has his ways.

Pete:
As Lee found out this week. I know PEOPLE, who know people! You can’t hide from me.

Lee:
Pain in the ass.

The Unexpected

Pete:

These guys fully expected to beat us tonight

Lee:
I think so too. You could tell by the way they acted the whole game especially in the last inning. They were totally stunned.

Ebs:

Oh yeah. They did not see this coming

Jake:
Well, if they saw us play in a few of our games, I wouldn’t blame them for thinking that.

Lee:

Good point.

Q & A or Comments

We have a question! 

This I think goes out to a few players. So, whoever wants to answer feel free. I think she is “calling some of you out!”

The question comes from our former A1 scorekeeper, and my lovely little wife Wendy. 

Q:
Why do guys sign up to play softball and then claim they can never play once the season starts?  I thought you were all supposed to like playing? That’s why you signed up, right? 

A:
????  Guys? Wendy is looking for an answer!
The End

Next Game

Opponent:
The Amadons

Date:

7/1

Time:

6:30


Last Result:
 We won 10-1.

Note:

They scored 30 runs in their last game, so I expect a totally different team than the one we faced on that makeup Saturday.
