
We’re baaaaack!!!


What’s up everyone? Well, this recap is getting more and more popular each year, and that is awesome! So, thanks to all of you who have been marketing and networking my work! LOL!


For those returning, you know how it goes, but bear with me as I fill in the newcomers. 

This is the seventh year this softball team has been in existence. For the past six years I have written a recap after every game. The beginning of it reads sort of like a newspaper article about the game. The middle includes some personal thoughts, which I take plenty of liberties with, because I CAN, like the Coach’s Corner, Ramblings, stuff like that. Then I include some statistics for the game. Finally, it ends with everyone’s favorite section called Comic Relief. This is pretty much, word for word, the funny shit that goes on with our team. As the years have gone by and faces have changed, but the one thing that remains a constant is the comedy that goes on before, during and after the games. As you will see, some guys contribute more than others. Some try to stay out of it. I say try, because with me you never know what I might find out about, hear or see. And yet others just go about their business and find out later that they made into the recap. For sure, EVERYTHING is fair game and there are no rules or boundaries. Well, to a point, because I try not to insult anyone. Or do I? I have to say though; most guys get quite a charge when they can say “I made it into the recap!”


If you really want a taste of what this is all about. Go to my web site at www.peter.cimino.com and click on the softball recap link above my picture. Every recap from 2006, 2007 & 2008 is posted there. Pick a season and read.

Changes


This team is in a constant state of evolution. Every year there are changes, some minor some major. Changes are dictated by: players coming and going, finances, sponsorships and competition. This season is no different.

The first major change for this season is our team name. We are no longer the Black Jacks. My father-in-law has taken over the sponsorship of our team, so we are now BK Controls, which is the name of his electrical supply company in Itasca, IL. The BK stands for Bill Koch, our new team owner’s name. The Black Jacks had a great run including championships the last two years. It took us a while to find the right players and the right league but we finally started collecting regular season and play-off tournament championships. 

The next major change is the league we will be playing in. In our first two seasons we competed in the Westchester Park District. The last four were played in Lisle, IL. Our new league is the Lombard Park District Men’s Wednesday Night B League. Why the change? There are two main reasons. The first is competition. We won the league two years running and although there were some pretty good teams each year, the overall competition was dwindling, and so were the number of teams in the league. The second reason is the way the league was run. Let’s just say, although we had a lot of success, the league was an abomination!! It was very poorly run, with a complete lack of organization and leadership. So, simply put, it was time to move on. We expect this league to be much more challenging and competitive.

Finally, there are a few player changes this year. Our rookies are: Carlos Rivera, and the Oros Brothers, John and Russ. Who departed? Does it really matter? LOL? Warning guys, nicknames are common. Just about every one has one, so be prepared. It’s just a matter of who, when, where, how and why someone comes up with one.

The Team

Most of the guys from last year’s championship season are returning. Here is what the team looks like so far. I say so far, because anything can change:

Main Roster

Mike “Bones” Boehnke, Jake Carter, Pete “Coach” Cimino, Mike “Ebs” or “O.L.” Ebner, Kenny Franchi, Marty “M.G” Graham, Lee “The God of Softball” Jacquart, Dave “Diamond Dave” Kramarczyck, Danny “Chim Chim” O’Hara, Joe “Mr. Softball” Perrelli, Carlos Rivera

Part Timers or Subs

Mike “Scummer” Hanscom, Phil Sampiller, John Oros, Russ Oros, Chris “T Rice” Trice, Steve Caviolo, Mike Putrow, Scott Voelkner, Brian Potempa

You also might here names like TJ, Jimmy, Jason, Goose and some others. You just never know who is going to help out some times, especially for our make up games, which are on Saturdays!

Something NEW


For the past six seasons you have heard from me and from the team via these recaps, now we want to hear from YOU! I am adding a new section called Q&A. I am looking for questions from our fans and readers. The questions will be posted on the following week’s recap with answers. You can ask anyone on the team anything, within reason. I assure you the answer will come from them. Just send the question to my email address: ppcpsych@aol.com and I will take care of the rest.

Now that I’ve gotten that out of the way, let’s get on to the recap for Game 1

Game: 1

Played: 5/20

Nothing Like a Rough Start

BK Controls

8

Bru Cru

15


After two consecutive rainouts (nothing new to us) we finally hit the field for the first time last Wednesday. 


Going in, we really had no idea what to expect. We did play a tournament in Lombard at the end of April, hoping that some of the teams that played would be in our league, but that is not the case. All we knew is that the team was called Bru Cru, which undoubtedly means they drink beer, which is not a bad thing.


I arrived about an hour before game time, which is nothing new for me. While stretching out I try to keep an eye out for our opponent that night, take in some scenery (inside joke to Lee) and watch the games that are going on. The only thing I did notice about Bru Cru was they had a player that is up there in age, (yes way older than me), probably in his late fifties to early sixties, with a HUGE beer belly. He could have passed for Santa Claus. Other than that, and the scenery, there wasn’t much to notice or to judge the team by.


With the exception of Joe, we had our full team in tact. Joe is nursing cracked ribs and a pulled oblique muscle. You will find out more about that later. So, we figured we were in good shape. Our lineup looked like this: Danny, Lee, Ebs, Bones, Carlos, Franchi, Marty, Pete, Scummer, Jake, & Dave.


Unfortunately, we have a bad habit of starting slow. This was not exception. Even though Danny led off the game with a single we went down quietly from there without a run.

Lee, who sets up the defense, put us on the field like this: Scummer pitching, Pete catching, Bones at first, Franchi at second, Lee at short, Ebs at third, Dave in left, Danny in left center, Marty in right center and Jake in right. Carlos was at DH. 

I would have loved to start this section off with saying how much our defense jumped in to make some plays in that first inning, but I can’t. And the reason is not what you think. We didn’t really play bad defense. Yes, there were minor miscues here and there, but the bottom line is, we really didn’t have a chance to make defensive plays, because they hit the living crap out of the ball! It was like something out of a bad sci-fi, softball nightmare! There were maybe one or two deep balls, the rest were line drives, ground balls with eyes, bloops, dinks, dunks you name it! It was like a freakin robot that just would not stop, one after another, after another. By the time the last out was finally made, they scored 10 runs! I have to give it to them, they came out HITTING!! I am not sure that is the biggest inning we have ever given up, but it is for sure the worst first inning we ever had! YIKES!! I all I could do was head back to the bench shake my head and say, “At least we have six more at bats!”

In the top of the second, we got things rolling a little bit. Bones led off with a single, but was forced out at second when Carlos grounded out. Franchi then singled, putting runners on first and second. Marty also hit into a fielder’s choice putting runners on the corners. I came up and singled to center knocking in our first run of the year.  Scummer followed suite with a bloop single to right bringing in Marty for our second run. Unfortunately, that was it. We took the field again trailing 10 to 2. I yelled out, “Let’s see if we can hold them to under ten runs this inning!” Franchi, never shy to reply said, “I like your positive thinking!”

Bru Cru is made up of quite a few players in their late forties and fifties. We could already see they were getting tired after their long first inning. They did plate one more run in the second to increase their lead to 11 to 2, but we all kind of new, one big inning could put us right back in it.

Dave started things off with a single. With one out, Lee reached based on a long fly ball to right center that was dropped. Dave actually wound up scoring on the play. Ebs stepped up and crushed a long fly ball to left center that carried well over the fence for his first home run of the year! With three runs in we were now down 11 to 5. Bones then tripled to right center. Carlos knocked him in with a base hit between short and third. Franchi then walked putting two runners on. Marty came up and I wish I could say with confidence what happened. LOL. The book says that Franchi was forced out at second base, with Marty reaching first. It also says Marty singled. It for sure cannot be both. Who was keeping score anyway!? Regardless, I came up with runners on first and third with two out and hit a line drive single to right center to knock in another run. The inning ended with five runs, cutting the lead to 11 to 7.

We needed to hold them down, but just couldn’t do it. They scored two more runs to increase the lead to 13 to 7. Like I told the ump, “At least we are making a game of it.” We for sure needed another big inning in the fourth, but came up empty. We lost more ground in the bottom of the fourth as they scored two more runs, increasing their lead to eight, 15 to 7. 

We scored on run in the fifth. Lee singled and came in on a comedy of errors. That’s all we could put together though, and the score sat at 15 to 8. 

The good news is they finally stopped hitting and we shut them down in the fifth and sixth. The bad news is we stopped hitting too. Final score: Bru Cru 15, BK Controls 8.

Coach’s Corner

· Ten runs in the first inning is a pretty big hole to climb out of. We do have the hitters to do it, but we just did not get it done this time. 

· I honestly think the slow start is attributed to the fact that most teams and players play in other leagues and in lots of tournaments, so they are firing on all cylinders from the get go. We just do not have that on our team. Yes, some of us did play in a tournament, but that was almost a month ago. Most of our full timers just play on our team, so it takes us longer to get going. We’ll get there.

· Double plays in softball are a rare thing. So how come we hit into two? 

Big Hitters

Bones

2 for 3

Triple

1 Run


Pete


2 for 3





2 RBI

BIG HIT

Ebs


2 Run Home Run

Comic Relief

*Note:  Remember people, especially our new readers, this is all in fun!

The recap has a life of its own

Kenny told one of our new players Carlos about the recaps.

Kenny:
I’ve been pushing your writings and the recaps. I hope they’re coming back.

Pete:
Of course. Just give email addresses if you have some and I will include them on the mailing list

Kenny:
Well, I was telling Carlos all about it. So he’s all excited to read one.

Pete:

He’s automatically on the mailing list, so he will see one soon

Danny:
You need to be careful though.

Carlos:
About what?

Danny:
With Pete around you never know what he’s going to include. It’s like he’s got eyes and ears every where. He remembers and hears stuff and I have no idea how he knew about it.

Pete:

Yeah, I’ve gotten you quite a few times

Danny:
I read it, and it’s like, how in the world did he know I said that?

Pete:

I’ve got spies everywhere!

Carlos:
Uh oh?

Danny:
Just be aware. You never know.

Did She Do it On Purpose – part 1

Joe has run into a series of bad luck over the past few years with injuries to all parts of his body. But he is for sure a gamer and tries to play if possible. It’s one of the many reasons why we call him Mr. Softball. That and the fact his one of the best around! This year has started out no different. Poor Joe. He’s not even there and he gets in the recap.

Marty

Is Joe playing?

Pete:

No, he’s hurt again.

Marty

Again?

Pete:

You didn’t hear what happened?

Marty

No.

Pete:
First off, he was at softball practice with his girls, and I guess his daughter didn’t see him. She swung a bat and hit him in ribs. He’s got two cracked ribs. Then he tried to play the other night. He managed to hit a grand slam home run his first time up, but then in his second at bat, he pulled his oblique muscle so bad he had to go the doctor. So he’s shut down for a while

Marty:
His daughter hit him in the ribs?

Pete:

Yep.

Marty:
Did she do it on purpose?

Pete:

I guess that’s always possible

Marty

You know how he never shuts up. I figured she just hit him on purpose.

Homerun Rule

Kenny:
What’s the home run rule?

Pete:

Three per game per team.

Carlos:
Then what happens?

Pete:

You’re out.

Kenny:
Just three huh?

Pete:

Yep

Kenny:
I better cut back on the steroids then, cause I can do that now easily.

The Ump is on the edge

Sometime umpires say the damnedest things. This exchange came on a pitch that looked real good but was called a ball. 

Pete:

Was that outside a bit blue?

Ump

No that was just a bit deep.

Pete

Really? I don’t know.

Ump

It was right on the edge

Pete

On the edge?

Ump

Yeah, right on the edge there

Pete

On the edge of what?

Ump

You know. On the edge of…..you know 

Pete

Sure, sure I get it. It was on the edge of……you know.

Did She Do it On Purpose – part 2

After the game, Kenny and Ebs picked up on Joe’s bad luck

Kenny
Did you hear about Joe’s injuries?

Ebs

Not really.

Kenny
Pete was telling us that his daughter hit him in the ribs while at softball practice

Ebs

Really? She did?

Pete:

Yeah, I guess she didn’t see him standing there or something.

Kenny
I was wondering if she did it on purpose?

Pete:

You’re not the first one to think that.

Kenny
No really. I mean it

Ebs

You know how Joe gets sometimes.

Pete:

I told him coaching can be more dangerous than playing, especially for him.

Kenny
I don’t know man. If she’s really good, I’m thinking she might have just cracked him one.

Pete:

From what I understand, she is very good.

Kenny:
See! I’m telling ya!

Homerun Chase

After Ebs hit his first home run, it looked like he was going for another his next at bat.

Kenny:
Were you trying to put that second one out?

Ebs

Well, yeah I guess kind of.

Kenny:
I thought so. It didn’t look like you caught all of it

Ebs

No, not at all.

Pete:

That first one just kept carrying though.

Ebs:

I didn’t think I got all of that one either.

Kenny:
That one was hit.

Ebs:

It felt good getting that first one though.

Kenny
I’ll bet

Pete:

You know you just stole Joe’s headlines right. He wanted that first one bad.

Ebs:

(With a big ass grin) Yeah, I did, didn’t I?

The End

Next Game

Opponent:
Trim This

Date:

5/27

Time:

8:30

Let’s get that Q&A going. 

Come on fans! It’s your chance to let us know what you’re thinking and what you want to know!!
